
Alison  Bourgeon  is the Acting Director General of Science Policy at the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR). Before joining CIHR, Alison held research positions at the University of Ottawa, the
Ottawa Cancer Center, and the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute, including managing knowledge
translation projects related to clinical decision making and patient decision aids. During her twelve years at
CIHR, Alison has had various leadership positions, including Deputy Director of investigator-initiated and
priority-driven programs, and Manager of Knowledge Translation Strategies. In her current position, Alison
oversees the breadth of CIHR’s science policies and strategies, including work in the area of ethics, equity,
research capacity, knowledge translation, open science, and health research data.
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Jonathan Dewar  is the Executive Director at the First Nations Information Governance Centre in Ottawa.
Jonathan has been recognized as a leader in healing and reconciliation and Indigenous health and
wellbeing education, policy, and research for over a decade. He has published extensively on these
subjects, with a specialization in the role of the arts in healing and reconciliation, and has lectured
nationally and internationally. From 2012 to 2016, Jonathan served as the first Director of
the  Shingwauk  Residential Schools Centre and Special Advisor to the President at Algoma University,
where he led research, education, curatorial, and community service programming, and taught courses in
Anishinaabe Studies, Political Science, and Fine Arts. He continues to serve as a special advisor to the
Children of  Shingwauk  Alumni Association and is co-curating a historical  Shingwauk  Residential School
exhibition at Algoma University under their direction. From 2007-2012, Jonathan served as Director of
Research at the Aboriginal Healing Foundation, where he led the Foundation's research and evaluation and
knowledge translation efforts. Jonathan is of mixed heritage, descended from Huron-Wendat, French-, and
Scottish-Canadian grandparents with an academic background in Indigenous arts and literatures and
Indigenous studies. Jonathan's research explores the roles of art and artist in truth, healing, and
reconciliation. He completed a doctorate in the School of Indigenous and Canadian Studies at Carleton
University. He holds an appointment as Adjunct Research Professor in the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology at Carleton University. 
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Kevin Fitzgibbons  joined NSERC in October 2013. He works to support NSERC’s role in federal science,
technology and innovation policy, to drive strategic and integrated planning, and to oversee corporate
planning and policy management throughout the organization. Kevin has over 25 years of experience in the
public sector and was previously the Director of Innovation Science and Technology at the Department of
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development where he oversaw international science, technology and
innovation cooperation projects and investments. He has also worked as the Executive Director of the
Office of the National Science Advisor, and as a strategic planning and policy advisor with the National
Research Council Canada (NRC).  For his significant efforts and contributions in the public service Kevin
was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee Medal for Public Service in 2002. In addition, while he was with the
National Research Council, he was awarded the NRC Corporate Services Award for Excellence in 2002,
1999, and 1997, as well as the NRC Excellence Award for Administration in 2000. Kevin has a Masters of
Political Science from Université de Montréal.
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Matthew Lucas is the Executive Director of the Corporate Strategy and Performance Division at the Social
Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), a position he has held since October 2015.  
In the fall of 2017, Matthew also served as an advisor to the expert panel responsible for the review of
federal support for fundamental science.   Prior to joining SSHRC, Matthew served in a number of positions
within the Science and Innovation Sector at Innovation, Science, and Economic Development Canada. 
These included: Acting Director of the team responsible for the Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council and Major Research Infrastructure; Senior Policy Advisor in the Science, Technology, and
Innovation Council Secretariat; Departmental Advisor to the Office of the Minister of State, Science and
Technology; and Senior Policy Analyst in the External Relations Directorate, which included representing
Canada on a number of OECD committees.  Before moving to Ottawa and joining the federal government,
Matthew worked at the Government of Ontario’s Ministry of Science and Innovation, a position he obtained
following the completion of a post-doctoral fellowship and doctorate at the University of Toronto.

MATTHEW LUCAS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CORPORATE STRATEGY AND PERFORMANCE,  SSHRC

JAMES DOIRON
PORTAGE RDM TRAINING EXPERT,  & RDM SERVICES COORDINATOR, UNIVERSITY OF
ALBERTA LIBRARIES

James Doiron is the Research Data Management Services Coordinator, University of Alberta Libraries. With
an educational background in the Social Sciences (Psychology & Criminology), James has extensive
applied research and data management experience across a wide range of disciplines, areas of focus and
data types. James actively sits on a number of local, national and international advisory and working
groups, including both as a member of the  UofA’s  Institutional RDM Strategy Working Group and Health
Research Ethics Board, the Statistics Canada Data Liberation Initiative (DLI) External Advisory Committee,
and the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) Council. James is co-Chair of
the Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL) Portage Network Data Management Planning 



Felicity Tayler  is the Research Data Management Librarian at University of Ottawa. She holds an MLIS
from McGill University (2006), a PhD in Interdisciplinary Humanities from Concordia University (2016), and
was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Toronto (2017-2018). As a co-applicant on the SSHRC-
funded  SpokenWeb  partnership, her current research focus is metadata modeling, data visualization and
the print culture of literary and poetic community. Her scholarly writing has been published in edited
anthologies and in the Journal of Canadian Art History/Annales  d’histoire  de  l’art  canadien, Canadian
Literature, and Mémoires du livre/Studies in Book Culture.
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(DMP) Expert Group, and is additionally a member of the Portage Research Data Management (RDM)
Training Expert Group, as well as the Dataverse North Working Group. 


